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American people that big oil compa-
nies are victims of international crude 
oil prices and have little to say in the 
final price of gasoline. 

API insists a price of a gallon of gas 
is directly related to the price of a bar-
rel of crude oil. Yet before the election 
we have a 60-cent per gallon drop in gas 
prices and only a 10 percent drop in the 
price of crude. 

Consumer advocates have accused oil 
companies of purposely reducing gas 
prices in the months before the elec-
tion to help Republican candidates. 
Earlier this month, National Public 
Radio featured a representative from 
the Foundation for Taxpayer and Con-
sumer Rights who argued oil compa-
nies intentionally reduced the price of 
gas to influence the November elec-
tions. 

After the elections, gas prices have 
increased an average of 15 cents a gal-
lon. Oil companies were able to signifi-
cantly reduce the price of gas in Sep-
tember-October, then increase the 
price right after the election, without a 
corresponding change in the price of 
crude oil. 

This is not the first time oil compa-
nies have been accused of manipulating 
gas prices. Internal memos from sev-
eral oil companies written in the 1990s 
have revealed that big oil companies 
limit refinery capacity in the United 
States to control the supply, cost, and 
price of gasoline. 

After Hurricane Katrina, the govern-
ment found that refiners, wholesalers, 
and retailers charged significantly 
higher prices that were not the result 
of either increased costs or market 
trends. However, because there is no 
Federal energy price-gouging law in 
place, the Federal Trade Commission 
cannot even prosecute this price- 
gouging practice. 

For too long, oil companies have ben-
efited from tax breaks, government 
subsidies, and lack of oversight. At the 
same time, oil companies have made 
record profits at the expense of the 
American people. Next week, the U.S. 
House of Representatives will consider 
legislation to end the tax breaks and 
special subsidies for Big Oil. 

Rather than helping the oil compa-
nies’ bottom line, these tax breaks and 
subsidies will be reallocated to pro-
mote alternative energy sources to end 
our Nation’s addiction to oil. 

Later this year, I look forward to 
having an open and honest debate on 
my legislation to create a Federal law 
against price gouging for gasoline, nat-
ural gas, propane, and other fuel. I will 
continue to work towards greater over-
sight for oil and gas trading, especially 
off-market trades, known as OTC 
trades. 

I will be reintroducing my legisla-
tion, the Prevent Unfair Manipulation 
of Prices Act, to improve oversight of 
oil trades and strengthen penalties for 
traders who attempt to illegally ma-
nipulate these markets. 

Under the Republican leadership, the 
oil companies enjoyed record profits 

while Americans suffered with record 
high gas prices, minimal oversight, and 
price manipulation. The American peo-
ple have now chosen a new direction, 
electing Democrat majorities in both 
the House and the Senate. 

I look forward to being able to ad-
dress high energy prices, to stop price 
gouging, market manipulation, and to 
stand up for the American consumer. 
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SALUTE TO STEELERS’ ALL PRO 
RUNNING BACK AND LEGENDARY 
COACH DICK HOAK 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the great con-
tribution Coach Dick Hoak has made 
to professional athletics, the game of 
football, the Pittsburgh Steelers, and 
the people of western Pennsylvania. 

Coach Dick Hoak recently announced 
his retirement from the Steelers’ orga-
nization on January 1 of this year. As 
he ends an impressive career, Dick 
Hoak can look back on his 45 years of 
history as part of the Steelers’ organi-
zation. This is an unprecedented run 
and a shining example of consistency 
in a business best known for its insta-
bility rather than longevity with one 
team. 

The first 10 of Dick Hoak’s 45-year 
tenure with the Steelers were not spent 
on the sidelines but, instead, on the 
playing field. Dick Hoak was drafted by 
the Steelers in 1961, after an impressive 
high school career in football, basket-
ball, and baseball that included a 
WPIAL football championship, and a 
single-game scoring record of 39 points 
and playing 4 years for Joe Paterno’s 
Penn State Nittany Lions, where he led 
the team to a Liberty Bowl victory and 
was named the MVP. 

Throughout his playing career with 
the Steelers, Dick Hoak time and time 
again showed he was a talented athlete 
and a dedicated teammate. He led his 
team in rushing three times and today 
is the fifth ranked rusher in Steeler 
history, with 3,965 yards rushing. Dick 
Hoak also accumulated an impressive 
146 receptions, 33 touchdowns, and a 
Pro Bowl appearance. 

For many players, the culmination of 
such an impressive record would have 
been enough on which to end a career. 
However, Dick Hoak, his commitment 
to Pittsburgh and the Steelers would 
not end there. Only one year after re-
tiring from the National Football 
League, Dick Hoak turned down an as-
sistant coaching job at the University 
of Pittsburgh and rejoined the Steelers’ 
organization, this time as an assistant 
coach under Hall of Fame Coach Chuck 
Noll. During this time, Coach Hoak 
coached the running backs, including 
the great Franco Harris, through four 
Super Bowl victories, a championship 
legacy he would later recapture under 
Coach Bill Cowher. 

Under Dick Hoak’s leadership as an 
assistant coach, the Steelers domi-

nated the league in rushing yardage. 
Over the 15 seasons Dick Hoak coached 
for Bill Cowher alone, the Steelers 
rushed for over 30,000 yards and led the 
league in rushing three of those 15 sea-
sons. His excellent coaching also added 
in no small part to the Steelers’ Super 
Bowl win last year. The Super Bowl 
win not only capped Dick Hoak’s ca-
reer; it made Hoak one of three people 
in the Steelers’ organization, and pos-
sibly the only coach in NFL history, to 
have six Super Bowl appearances and 
five Super Bowl rings with one NFL 
team. 

Throughout his accomplished career 
in football, Dick Hoak never let Penn-
sylvania out of his thoughts. Of course, 
over his long career, Coach Hoak was 
offered positions away from his home 
State. However, his commitment to 
create a stable environment for his 
family, and his undying loyalty to his 
team and the owners of the Steelers, 
the Rooney family, kept him in Penn-
sylvania. He never left to accept an of-
fensive coordinator’s job with the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers; he never left 
the Rooney family to coach the USFL’s 
Pittsburgh Maulers. Coach Hoak put 
his family first and remained devoted, 
loyal, and committed to his team in 
western Pennsylvania. 

Coach Hoak was born in Jeanette, 
Pennsylvania, and continues to live in 
nearby Greensburg in a house he has 
owned since his early days in coaching. 
His commitment to the Pittsburgh 
Steelers gave his family stability and 
western Pennsylvania a steady hand at 
the helm of a winning offense. Now 
that his storied career with the Steel-
ers is behind him, Dick Hoak can look 
forward to another winning team: his 
family. I know his wife, Lynn, his chil-
dren Kelly, Katie and Rich, and his 
seven grandchildren, including my 
nephews Michael, Jonathan, and Daniel 
Shuster, are happy to have more time 
with their Pap-Pap. 

Dick Hoak represents the best at-
tributes of sportsmanship, hard work, 
and commitment. Those are the values 
that translate from the football field to 
everyday life, and he embodied them 
with class. Not only that, Dick Hoak 
represents the American Dream. He is 
an American success story who shows 
if you work hard enough and remain 
dedicated to your goals, you can suc-
ceed beyond what you thought pos-
sible, into excellence and legend. 

I am happy to say congratulations on 
a great career, and thank you for being 
there when we needed you, Coach 
Hoak. 
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IN SUPPORT OF EMBRYONIC STEM 
CELL RESEARCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WELCH of Vermont). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CARNAHAN) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, today 
was a remarkable day in this new 110th 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:39 Apr 19, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD07\H11JA7.REC H11JA7hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-06T11:48:03-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




